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A FINAL 

ANSWER, ^c. 



THE afFair of Rochfort has not yet 
been ftated clearly or candidly, 
Britain is interefted in the truth, 
and we have means to know it : thefe 
have not been yet ufed rightly; but let us 
do it, noV : the whole tranfadion is be- 
fore us ; and tho* they have perhaps been 
%^ influenced or interefted men who relate the 
\r^ incidents, we may employ that light to ufe- 
. ful knowledge. 
» ' 

^^ '^ Of the two moft regarded, one declares 
i: himfelf an officer, and therefore cannot be 
: unprejudiced ; the other owns he writes in 
S hafte; and he therefore cannot be confi- 
derate, 
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^'^ 



[ 4 J 

Befide, they both ar? partially attached. 

things : but We have more important ob- 
jeifts. The profperity of this kingdom de- 
pends upon the fubjedt here difputed : and 
there is no min, howfoever^reator good, 
whofe charadler or being weighs an atom, 
ballanced againft the welfare of a people. 

How fliall that people know the truth ?— 
there is but one way — by thcirown enquiries. 
Thefe men, tho' aftuated by leffcr paflions^ 
3ret feel alfo this higher principle. ' They 
have between them given us all the fadls ; 
nor can 1 iay they have givea any thing be- 
fide : for tho' they harfhly charge one ano- 
ther s they both are men of honour. 

This truth, fcattfered as it there lietf among 
the chafF of words; and obfcured by the dark 
cloudfe of ani'mofity, may be coUefted and 
cleared : this we propofc to do 5 and few 
words will contain it. That done, th^r^ 
will be no need of eloquence or wit; ridi- 
culous harahgue, or ill-placed raillery. ^ The 
plaineft words will beft exprefs it ; and the 
humblcft capacity fo will apprehend it truly. 

Roch^ 
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Rotshfof^t was deftlned to be attacked : the 
advanlage would have been very great, and 
the hope lay in fecrecy. A plan was formed 
by which it might be taken i and the 
feeirel was inviolaWy prefer vcd. 

This vindicates the minifter : it does him 
honour: and this is not to be difputed. 

Thofe who had charge of the execution, 
required fuf&cjent men, prober artillery, 
and carcfial preparation. 

In this there was nothing in the kaft inv- 
proper. They had not the men they deftr- 
ed, the cannon they thought neceflary, nor 
the implements in fuch order as they 
wiflit'd. 

This can no more be denied, than can 
the other. Nay, we muft go farther t they 
. might hare had all thefe. The counti^ 
eouid have afforded, and theihips have tar*- 
ried tfecm i therefore they are not wkhopt 
excufc. 

The diffidence which thefe imperfedions 

(real or fancied) raifcdin their breafts, pre- 

B 2 vented 



# 



(6] 

vented the attempt : but if it be afked, whe- 
ther or not had/an attenxpt bcea^fiiEi^f widb 
the force they carried, it. would have Suc- 
ceeded ? certainly it would : at leafi:, ib far 
as hunian reafon can judge of pertainty, in' 
things not tried. The fuppQf(?d and the r^al 
ftate of the place declare this ; the original 
intelligence, and the accounts fince received. 

This is the plain, and this the whole ftate 
of the cafe : why then emplpy pamphlets, 
yolumcs, in the illuftration. The minifter 
who laid the plan was wife and good j but 
not above, the reach of error : and the offi- 
cers who undertook the charge were brave j 
but they had too much caution. 

We fhall all learn by thp misfortunes 
the great to adt on moderated principles *, 
and the public to judge with candor. 

\ .rTis not the firft time we havp felt the 
^advantage offending out a force juft equal 
to the expedition. Byng perifhed for, his too 
quick fenfe of this ; and (let who will be 
offended at the truth) Britain loft by it Mi- 
norca. 

^ Then 
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For the fiituref, when 'tis in our power, 
let W8 over match the enemy : and let thofc 
who have command be ferifible it is fo* 
There is a fpirit from known iuperiorify 
which enflames the fury of the attack -, and 
gives the fuccefs, that it expeifls fo confi- 
dently. 

While minifters attend to this, (if men 
like me may talk to minifters) let officers, 
rather than deceive their country's expecta- 
tion, dare even where they think it rafti- 
nefs. The greateft victories have t)een won 
by fuch a condud: : and the whole world 
is now fenfible Rochfort might hav« been 
carried in that mannerj and France dcprefs'd 
for years. 

As the ptirpofe of our minifter was juft: ia 
the appointed fervice of thefe officers ^ his 
conduct fince their return from the expedi- 
tion has been moft honourable. Some have 
infulted him upon this head : but cenfure 
never was more unfair. 

'Twas plain the mifcarriage of the enter* 
prize was neither owing to the ftrength of 
the enemy, nor our weaknefsj but fingly to 

the 
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the generals not having attempted k.^ It 
could npt be, but that the king, (not inlTu- 
enced by the clamours of a people, but by 
his own difcernmenf) would exprcft feme 
relentnient. Thefe ofEcefs alone could feel 
it 5 for none elfe Vere • culpable : and royal 
anger is not expreffed in fccret. 

Many who dare to judge of what they 
cannot know, iniptite tp minifters the aSs 
of kings : and here it was qioft pUin the 
miniAer would be fo cenfijted ; beeaufe hia 
own reputation migbt and woul^ fufffer 
fome ftain, if theirs flood clear. 

Therefore perhaps he propofed the board 
of enquiry : it WW appointed of men, whote 
honour and whofe candour fandify'd their 
opinions } and they plainly laid the fault 
where it was. 

The officers have felt their fovereign's dif- 
pleafure J mildly expreffed, for he is *11 mild-^ 
nefs : and, if I may judge their condu<5t, re- 
maining in his fervice, they own tbq juftice 
of it. The gentlenefs of the i-oyal difplea- 
furc {hews the king thought them guilty 
of an error pnly ; not chargeable with guilt 
or infamy : and fo much they will not I 
think difpute. 

This 
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Thil iHittpcd the royal feal of dppfobd* 
tion upon the condadt of 4he propoftt of 
the pUn: and what has he defired more! 
po^^iStd of minifterkii power, had lie pro>^ 
4:eeded one ftep farther ? adored in thehoufe, 
has he endeavoured to engage upon the 
caufe, the attention of that powerful body ? 
has he employed the influence his virtues 
give hijtfi there, to vindicate himfelf farther; 
or to injure them ? fatisfied with the royal 
approbaticm> he has difclaimed all farther 
queftion : and much more than acquitted l?y 
his confcience, he defpifes the afTaults <>f 
ignorance, and the (hafts of envy. 

I do not know that he has the power of 
mtniftcrs in that extent wherein fome have 
po/Tcffed, and bad men will wifh always to 
poflefs it i but the fmalleft minifterial power 
is very formidable. He has not in the lead 
employed it in this inftance, and they are 
moft unjuft, who have applied to his con- 
dudt the name of perfecution. 

If it be afkcd, whether b)^ this opinion of 
the minifler, I think him, or would have 
others think he is above the reach of error, 
or free from faults ; I anfwer, that I think 

him 
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him man, and nothing more. I who do him 
this juftice as a minifterj could as a min, 
charge him feverely, nay unanfwerably : but 
difclaiming and difdaining perfonal rancour, 
where the intercfts of my country are con- 
cerned, I pay him this free tribute* L 
doubt not but he will hereafter fee hi§ er- 
ror, and be more fair to others. 

Human frailties are infeparable from hu- 
man nature, and even in public as ^cU as 
private occurrences, this great man, (how- 
ever, worthily he claims the charailer) is 
not exempt from them. • , 

Concerning Rochfort, tho' the intelligence 
he had was certainly fufficient j more might 
have been obtained without alarming the 
enemy, or endangering the fccret : and it 
would have given to thofe in command that 
confidence, which, and which alone, was 
wanted to com pleat the projed:. 

Two more batallions, and fome battering 
cannon, might h^ve been allowed without 
any great inconvenience; and tho' they were 
not wanted, nor would have been ufed, yet 
they would have had the fame good effc(ft. 
Thus a too delicate policy, became de- 
ft rudive, and a too perfed: knowledge had 
as bad confequences, as could have flowed 
from ignorance. By the errors of fuch 
men we learn humility. As by their ge- 
neral condu(5l/ and in their proper cha- 
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rafters we read the power of knowledge 
and the dignity of virtue. 

'Twill be defccnding greatly from the 
fubjedt, to fpeak of thofe who have fo 
warmly written of it : but as they are both 
of rank and confequence, above the little 
ftate of authorfhip, perhaps there may be 
fome ufe in the free thoughts of one, who 
neither courts npr fears them. 
• 

The public know what notice it is worth, 
when beggars, or, when hirelings attack 
the higher charaders ; or meddle in tran- 
fa£tions as much above their comprehen- 
(ion, as their ftation: but here it is other- 
wife. We plainly fee they both have the 
advantages of knowledge, and fuperior infor- 
mation, to the vulgar. They are underftpod 
the one to plead his own caufe in his pro- 
per voice 5 the other to be conneded with 
themihifler, informed by him of things not 
^generally known, and to write under the di- 
reftion, or fliall we call it fubjeft to the 
admonition of a third perfon, dillinguifhcd 
by his talents, knowledge and addrefs. 

Their arguments are therefore read with 
attention 3 and the fafts would have been un- 
difputed^ had they not difputed them with 

C one 
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one anothfcr. Wlicn fuch arc combatants, 
nations are the theattes ; and the fpedlators 
a whole people. They will teceive impref- 
iions from the argument, and think the 
kingdom, as indieed it isj intereiled in the 
decifion. 

If I miftake the perfons, the public mifr 
takes with me ; and they are ignorant of one 
another : if they be really thofe they are 
thought, one muft lament, that he who 
might To well excitse his condud, (hould 
undertake the impoflible taflk of just if Vr 
ING it : and we muft mix aftoniflifnent with 
indignation againft him, who, with fo much 
truth oh his fide, could defccnd to cavil j 
and with fo much power of reafoning^ 
could admit fo low a thing as as raillery. 

Indeed, I wilh thi« were the wholQ 
charge; but he has faults nothing, can 
juftify ; and which the. excufc aggraT 
vates. 

To quote unfairly is of all rcproache? 
the greateft and the bittereft to a writer, 
Miftakes of other kinds betray his judgment, 
but the attack from this lies deeper. Could 
the caufe this gentleman undertook need 
fuch arts to fupport it ? - Or w^s it right fo 

grfeat 



great a character as He bad to di^fend, {hmlA 
be (uflain'il by anfwexable arguments. 

He wrx>tfi, he Cays, inhafie^ aad fotnadc 
many errors l-»-but wbyidid he write in hafte? 
what infliien^:^ ? Or who defired him ? Tlm^ 
caufe was of importance to rjequirc delibe- 
ration. Did he fuppofe the charadler of the 
minifter required fuch fudden juAjHcatipn ! 
th&re was no need of baAe for this. Seforc 
he cleared it 'twas abos^e fufpicion. A vir? 
tuous anger hurry 'd him too far : and meo 
will learn, that they who write in hade 
fhould read at ieifure. 

Doiibtkis, diere is candour, truth and 
mddefty, in owning tbrough feverai pagei 
hlundersj and mifta^cs ; but it would have 
been better not to faU into them : and 
however haiih it founds, it mufl: he (aid, 
after a fault is proved, there is but lictlemeril: 
in confeffion. Who cofBpelled his hafle ? .Or 
4id he confider, that (although not the cha- 
radier of the minifler) the honour of a fol- 
^ier, much more dear, and the welfare 
of the public, infinitely n^dre important, in 
foihe degcee depended on it ! 

We own the true nature of Bonville's 

evidence was never fully known, till this 
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author gave us the original letter he wrote 
to explain the paffage. It ftrengthens 5 it 
confirms ; . it Convinces — alas ! that he who 
had thefe advantages fhould defcend to think 
of aififting his juft caufe> and his own ftrong 
manner elfe where of fupporting it, by cavil 
and by mifreprefentation. 

The people of Britain are difcerning, 
plain and honed : they reverence in others 
thofe qualities which do honour to them- 
felvcs, and he betrays bis caufe who has 
recourfe to worfe. 

We own this writer is pofleffed of talents, 
.the public pays him that tribute univerfallyj 
and it is juil to fay, that to a command of 
words, clear reafoning, and a mafterly ar- 
rangement of his arguments, he adds the 
forde of wit : he is in this cafe alfo happy, in 
having the beft fide of the caufe, and 

the moft popular why then, with thefe 

fair advantages would he forget himfelf fo 
far, as to call in the arts of weak men, who 
defend bad caufes 5 feeking ftrehgtfa where 
it was not, while he had fufficient in his 
hand 5 and calling in railing^ where he bad 
juft argument. 
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If it could be any alleviation^ the fault is 

hardly mutual : the antagonift who' under- 
took too much, has rarely fallen into thefe 
upgentlemen*like errors ; and faults in one 
do not excufe them in another. Thefe are the 
objections to the manner of the difpute: the 
fads are obvious : but in the arguments, 
the country gentleman triumphs before his 
vidory. 

The point refts here. What degree 
of palliation the error of the generals in not 
mailing the attack admits from circumftances ? 
and it (lands thus between them. TJie 
officer adds to the account of the force 
within the place, that numerous train of 
failors, anchor- fmiths, and working builders, 
and the other hardy people employed about 
a yard and arfenal : the country gentle- 
man laughs at this, and bids him add the 
monks and friars : but certainly there is no 
error in the officer ; nor fcnfe, (though 
there may be wit) in the anfwer. 

Whether or not th'e artillery was fuffi- 
cient, is the great qu^ftion. The officer 
denies it: the country gentleman. affcrts : 
but flat denials, or bold affertions, weigh 
nothing in the fcale of candour. 

The 



l%e country gentleman thinks the artille* 
ry ftfid other requifites were fufficient to have 
made attacks in four difkrent raaRners, and 
Ibar different places at one time. I wili 
not try to expofe him to ridiciile> for I re- 
gard and honour him : bis faults are fpots 
in the bright face of merit ; hid in the ra- 
diance, except when fought by a clofe exa- 
mination. Our men were not enough to 
be divided : and that atten^t would have 
laid tkem open to deftrudion. 

Whether the artillery were f^ifficient is 
anfwered eaiiiy. Even Colonel Clarke has 
called k a fmail q4iantity : and there is iit- 
tte candour in fuppofing the officers engag- 
ed in tlus undertaking, ^uld fall into the 
errors, the caution againft which is atiedged 
as a reafon why they had no more. 

This appears moft plainly from the writ- 
ing of the antagoft'ift officer c for the pam-^ 
phlct appears to be really his ; and it (hews 
good fcnfe andmaftcrly difcernment : and - 
tho* the caufe he unidertook be evidently the 
weaker, 'tis no little ftrength it has received 
from his arguments : nor are his anfwers to 
the crude imaginations of a country gentle- 
man regulating attacks,, and dircdting ar- 
mies 
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mies witfaoUt their weight as well* as fevc- 

fity. 

I (hould thinks he who propofcd ta hnd 
the troops' under the firo of the homb^ 
ketches^ either did not know there were 
bu( two fuch in the fleet; or chofe the pub*- 
lie fhoukl not know it. Nor indeed could 
a feverer raillery have been unfair^ upon fo 
wild a thought as the bringing up of two 
field-piecesy to deftroy a fluice protected by 
the cannon of a regular fortification. 

That the mortars in the expedition were 
riot enough for fome very eflcntial fervices^ 
appears even from their mouths, who leail 
fbvour the caufe of the land commanders : 
and perhaps there istoomucb juflice in the 
ofHcersfuppofltion, that the plan was chang-* 
ed without the means being altered. 

Examples of former vain attempts, we 
own, plead nothing : tho' we cannot agree 
with the country gentleman,- that an offi- 
cer's difcovering reading is a fubjedl lor 
raillery or infult. 

If we would, plead examples of things 
hazardous, let us take the latefl: and the 
boldcft: and from the prince of Pruffia 

learn. 
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learn, that he who dares every thing may 
hope every thing, 

Thiisftands the cafe here confidered; and 
thus all men of candour will now fee it. 
Rochfort might have been taken with the 
force that was fent : but it 'would have been 
taken, if we had fent more. 

If therfe be any thing that farther inte- 
refts the Britifli public in the qucftion now ; 
it is, that Rochfort ftill remains as open as 
it was ; that France, now levelled with the 
duft in Germany, will be daunted and dif- 
pirited every where 5 that England, with 
recovered fpirit, has fufficient ftrength $ 
and that the proper conduft is not to com- 
bat arguments, but enemies ; the jufl; and 
final infwcr will be to take it now". 
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